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As a class, our key objective is to provide residents with some incentive to go out and 

make a difference for their community by voting. Within our group, we as editors want to make 

sure that the information we have acquired as a class over the past few months is sufficient and 

up to par. Our approach we decided on prior to finalization of the project was to create 

informative pages to acquaint everyone with matters regarding the city of Trenton as well who is 

running in the upcoming elections in May of 2014. 

As an organizational strategy, we have divided our group into two subdivisions; which 

consists of both editors and extra information suppliers: 

• Adam-Editor 

• Matt-Editor 

• Alison-Editor 

• Amanda-Editor 

• Jess-Additional Info. (FAQs) 

• Jackie-Additional Info. (About Trenton) 

• Shayna-Additional Info. (About Us) 

(Our editors will also contribute information where needed). 

Adam, Matt, and Alison are responsible for validating and proofreading any written 

material, which includes checking for grammatical errors. Additionally, Jess, Jackie, and Shayna 

are responsible for providing potential voters with accurate information about the city as well 

summarizing our class’s contributions to the Trenton Elections website. Additional information 



will include FAQs, a city introductive page, and a brief ‘About Us’ page. We want to familiarize 

voters with everything that we have done and answer any basic questions they may have. It is 

important for voters to know that we are students who have created these pages and that our 

primary reason in doing so was to deliver precise information about the Trenton Elections as 

well as the specified goals and intentions of each individual candidate. 

The additional information pages are a crucial aspect of the project, because they give 
voters the benefit of convenience, and are also an accessible way to get all the information they 

need in order to make their decision making process simpler. For instance, the ‘About Us’ 

portion serves as an introduction to who we are, what matters to us, and our reasoning behind 

creating this site. With these provisions recognized, we prove our reputability and have a better 

chance of persuading voters to take what we give into serious consideration.	  Our hope is to 

motivate enough residents to take matters into their own hands by selecting the candidate whom 

they would be proud to have represent their city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
 

Q: When are the 2014 Trenton Mayoral Elections? 
A: May 2014. 
 
Q: How can I register to vote?  
A: (link to Voter Information page) 
 
Q: Am I eligible to vote? 
A: (link to Voter Information page) 
 
Q: Where can I vote? 
A: (link to Polling Locations page) 
 
Q: Who are the candidates for mayor? 
A: (link to Candidate Profile page) 
 
Q: Where can I learn more about the Mayoral Candidates? 
A: (link to Candidate Profile page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Trenton 

The city of Trenton was founded in 1679 in the Western portion of the state. Residing 

along the Delaware River, the city was the site of George Washington’s first military victory. On 

December 26, 1776, Washington and his troops braved across the icy waters of the Delaware, 

and later this event was famously depicted in Emanuel Leutze’s painting in 1851. Following the 

Revolutionary war, the city of Trenton rose to be a major manufacturing center of the country. 

From the city, steel, rubber, wire, rope, linoleum, and ceramics were produced and Trenton came 

to adopt the slogan of “Trenton Makes, the World Takes” in the 1920s, and the slogan was 

placed on the Lower Free Bridge. Following the collapse of manufacturing and industrial jobs in 

the 70s the city’s economy declined, and efforts to revitalize the downtown areas were 

implemented. Today its residents are continuing their efforts to revitalize the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Us 
 

Beautiful Trenton 
 
Mission Statement: 
 

“Beautiful Trenton is a movement engaging diverse and committed Trenton residents to 
envision the future of the city, articulate this vision, educate the voting public about the issues, 
and encourage candidates and decision-makers to commit to progressive solutions.”       

—http://beautifultrenton.wordpress.com/ 
 
Projects: 
 

Beautiful Trenton has worked on various community strengthening and community 
empowering activities. Their work has ranged from community Cafes that allowed residents to 
converse and share ideas on how to improve the city, to steering candidate forums, to creating 
candidate questionnaires and answers to help understand each candidates’ platform and stance on 
important issues. 
 
Website Creators 
 

At The College of New Jersey, Professor Pearson’s Writing for Interactive Multimedia 
class utilized the concept of teamwork to create an interactive website that would engage the 
citizens of Trenton to become informed and active voters in their community.  
 

Before any work on the actual website could be achieved, the class needed to learn and 
pinpoint key issues in Trenton that the citizens were important to the citizens. Ultimately the 
class came to the conclusion that the three most important issues on citizen’s mind were: crime 
rate, education and the employment sector. 
 

The next step was to define a target audience and become familiar with the types of 
voters that would be using the website. After conducting a random sampled poll around The 
College of New Jersey campus and conducting online research, the class concluded that their 
target audience was a wide range of people: from first-time voters, to homeless voters, voters 
with a family and several jobs, senior citizen voters and voters whose first language may not be 
English.  
 

At this point, the students then began to formulate ideas as to what the ideal “Trenton 
Elections” website would look like, what information it would include and how it would 
function. 
 

Students worked in both small groups and as a collective, planning sample content and 
design proposals that eventually pieced into the website seen today.  
 


